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1. THE ORINOCO MINING COMPANY'S CERRO BOLIVAR IRON MINERS HAVE 
IGNORED THE CORPORACION VENEZOLANA DE GUAYANA (CBG) ULTIMATUM TO 
RETURN TO WORK BY 7:00AM MAY 23 OR FACE LOSS OF EMPLOYMENT. THE 
MINE REMAINS CLOSED, THE WORKERS REMAIN UNITED, AND COMPANY SOURCES 
REPORT THAT THE STRIKERS ARE THREATENING TO KILL ANYONE WHO ATTEMPTS 
TO RESUME PRODUCTION AT THE MINE WITHOUT WORKER PERMISSION. 
MEANWHILE THE GOV CONTINUES TO REINFORCE BOTH ARMY AND NATIONAL 
GUARD GARRISONS IN THE AREA. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS 
THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR AEFAIRS, GOV POLICE OFEICIALS AND ADECO 
TRADE UNION OFEICIALS HAVE TAKEN A VERY HARD LINE AS TO THE 

STRIKE. 

2. THE CVG U TIMATUM PROVED EFEECTIVE IN OTHER AREAS OE THE IRON 
MINING OPRATION AS THE WORK FORCE AT THE IRON MINES COMPANY 
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REACHED NORMAL LEVELS THE MORNING OE MAY 23. ALL BUT 200 OF 
THE 1300 WORKERS EMPLOYED ON THE ORINOCO MINING COMPANY'S 
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RAILROAD AND PORT FACILITIES AT PUERTO ORDAZ RETURNED TO THE JOB. 

3. THE COMPROMISE PROPOSAL MADE BY FETROMETAL( REFTEL) WAS 
FORMALLY REJECTED BY BOTH SIDES. 

4. CTMMENT: THE BALL IS CLEARLY BACK IN THE GOV COURT. PRESSURE 
ON PRESIDENT PEREZ TO TAKE A PERSONAL HAND IN THE DISPUTE 
MUST BE RISING WITHIN THE GOV BUT SO ARE THE POLITICAL RISKS 
ATTENDING SUCH ACTION. UNTIL THE ISSUES RAISED BY THIS STRIKE 
ARE RESOLVED, THE OUTLOOK FOR LABOR PEACE IN THE POST-NATION- 
ALIZATION OIL INDUSTRY IS DOUBTFUL. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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